
 
 

Thu, Sep 10 at 2:05 PM 

 

With You in the Eternal City 

 

Being away from a parish when one is the pastor is always a mixed blessing – time off is wonderful, 

but there is always work that piles up over time. As I write this, I’m two days away from being gone 

for nearly three weeks. And I must admit a bit of anxiety. THREE WEEKS! Many wonderful things 

are happening in the diocese and then I leave for three weeks – almost all of that in Italy – for 

Bishop School in Rome and then for six days of vacation with my siblings and two friends. 

 

 

On the one hand, being gone that long is a daunting proposition. But in our day of cell phones and 

email, it’s less problematic. My staff is great, too. 

 

 

During this time away, I have two marvelous opportunities. On September 6, along with the other 

new bishops from around the world, I will spend the day in Assisi, celebrating Mass and the Year of 

St. Francis. I look forward, Benedictine as I am, to making a pilgrimage to Saint Francis. His vision 

for the Church is one I embrace: Rebuild my Church – those were the words he heard from the 

Lord on the Cross. In our diocese, there is momentum and numerous reasons for hope – 75 more 

new Catholics this Easter compared to the year before, 11 seminarians compared to 5 last year, just 

to name a few. Saint Francis didn’t rebuild the Church in a day. But his vision for a hopeful future 

and his faith led to some amazing transformation. 

 

 



Second, on September 10, along with those same bishops, I’ll be treated to an audience with our 

Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV. After the audience, we each get to greet the Holy Father individually. 

Certainly, that is a moment of great grace for me. But more important, I am there because of you. 

As I step forward, I promise to be conscious of all of you and bring Pope Leo, our Illinois brother, 

our best wishes and our prayerful support. His ministry is so demanding and our prayers will surely 

be a consolation to him. 

 

 

And so, while I’m apprehensive about being away from the diocese for this time, I’m also altogether 

aware that I won’t be away from the diocese at all, except physically. I will have you all with me, 

certainly in my heart. But I will also be at home, in the midst of the Church, either here or there. 

Pope Leo’s motto is important for us to remember: In Illo Uno Unum (in the One, we are one). As 

brothers and sisters of Christ, we are called daily to that dramatic unity, displayed most obviously in 

the Body of Christ, always reconciling with one another, always seeking peace. As Christian 

disciples, we are all called to that daily work of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 

 

Count on my prayers for you all as I visit the Eternal City. May God’s abundant grace be poured out 

upon us every day. God bless you all! 

 

 



 

Pope Leo XIV 

Prayer Intention 

for the month of September 

 

 

 

For the care of water 

 

 

 

Let us pray for a just and sustainable 

management of water, a vital resource, so 

that everyone may have equal access to it. 

  

 

Handing On Our Faith as Stewards of God’s Goodness 

 

      Many Catholic parents feel like they’ve failed — especially when their adult children no longer 

practice the faith or attend Mass regularly. Parents are often slow to take credit for their children’s 

successes but quick to shoulder the blame when it comes to struggles in the spiritual life. 

      Yet, as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to live as stewards of all God’s gifts — especially 

the gift of our Catholic faith. Stewardship is a response of gratitude to God, and one of the greatest 

ways we show that gratitude is by handing on the faith to those we love. Stewardship is always about 

invitation, witness, and love — not pressure or guilt. 

      In 2005, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, outlined the five essential marks of Catholic 



education — a message later published in The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools. These 

marks apply not only to Catholic schools, but also to Catholic families and individuals who seek to 

be faithful stewards of God’s grace. 

 

1. Supernatural Vision 

 A stewardship life begins with a supernatural vision — recognizing everything we have is a gift 

from God, and our ultimate goal is heaven. From an early age, we should focus our hearts on eternal 

life with God. Do we speak to our children and grandchildren about heaven? Do we remind ourselves 

that we are stewards of this earthly life, always journeying toward eternity? 

2. Christian Anthropology 

 Stewardship flows from understanding who we are — children of God, made in His image. Is Christ 

at the center of our daily lives? Are we showing through our words and actions that Jesus is the heart 

of our families? Stewardship begins with gratitude and flourishes when we live as joyful witnesses. 

3. Communion and Community 

 Stewardship reminds us we are not isolated individuals but part of a greater communion — the Body 

of Christ. In our homes and parishes, we are called to build community, sharing life and supporting 

each other. Do we foster this in our families? Do we encourage generosity and self-giving? 

4. Catholic Worldview 

 A stewardship way of life shapes how we see the world. A Catholic worldview helps us see God in 

all things and encourages holiness in daily life. Are we helping each other recognize God’s call? Are 

we supporting and gently challenging one another to grow as disciples? 

5. Gospel Witness 

 At its heart, stewardship is about witness. We don’t need all the answers to share our faith. What 

matters most is showing how Jesus and His Church have made a difference in our lives. Stewardship 

invites us to be living examples of God’s love and generosity. 

 

      Passing on the faith is not complicated. And it’s never too late. Focus on the goal of eternal life. 

Keep Christ at the center. Build unity and community. Encourage holiness. Witness to the joy of the 

Gospel. Let’s help our children, grandchildren, and all our loved ones know what we’re about — 

discipleship, holiness, and the journey to heaven. 

 

  



 

  



 

Click HERE for a parish picnic near you! 

  

 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczU1uhCAUAODTwE7zfpAHCxbdeA8ErKQWjJoxvX0zc4Hvy0GQSYwuAcV5sIKMegvINq2OKDonzpD1wOwcTdYjrehB10BAFjwCepgYRzCCC0SSxcaYGZWBde_pp_W7jKn_6j1s931cir8UzYrm53nGXPtS9r2M_fxWNLfyXIpmsoLDEc96bcNRU6vpGt6bfls1B3YMKIz6DPlVztYbTcrAX9x6_1SvQP8BAAD__3cpPhA


As we mark the 25th anniversary of September 11, we remember the victims, honor the 

heroes, and entrust all those affected by that day to God's loving care. 
  

 

Please pray for our Diocesan Seminarians. 

Every two weeks, one of our 11 seminarians will be featured in Flocknote. 

Please consider dropping them a note of support. (address below) 

 

St. John Vianney, pray for us. 

 

What saint has influenced you the most? 

One of the most influential for me has been St. Teresa of Avila. When I began 

seminary, I read her book on the spiritual life. Out of the entire text, her final exhortation 

has stayed with me to this day. In the conclusion of a book that has been a tremendous 

source of grace for centuries, this saint accredits God for all the good that it bears and 

any evil to herself. The humility of such an act and how the Lord has brought about so 

much good through her writing continues to inspire me to humbly offer God my service 

each day. Thanking Him for the good He works in and through me and asking pardon 

for when I fail to live up to the call of Christian love. 

 



What scripture passage has been especially meaningful to you? 

Jn 12:1-8: Mary of Bethany Anoints Jesus: In this passage, what moves me almost 

every time is the cost of the ointment Mary uses. The Scripture says it cost 300 denarii, 

which literally means 300 days' worth of wages. How long did it take her to save up for 

that gift on top of her daily expenses? How many things did she go without to offer 

Jesus this precious gift right before His passion, death, and resurrection? What inspired 

such an incredible gift? This passage requires me to ask myself a very important 

question: Do I share Mary's gratitude for what Jesus has done for me? Truly, the Lord is 

never outdone in generosity. The moment I think I have given more than Jesus is the 

moment I begin to believe a lie from the evil one. In all of life's challenges, Jesus has 

been there at my side to see me through, and in all of life's joys, Jesus has been there 

behind the scenes making it happen. 

 

What is your favorite book, movie or television show? 

My favorite book series is Narnia, and my favorite book out of that series is A Horse 

and His Boy. I enjoy it so much because in a simple children's story, C.S. Lewis 

communicates ideas about the spiritual life that take most adults (myself included) a 

lifetime to figure out. This book and the entire series serve as easy reminders of 

important truths about this life of faith while making it fun.  

 

 

Casmir Cozzi 

Mundelein Seminary 

1000 E. Maple Ave. 

Mundelein, IL  60060 

 

Note:  Casmir Cozzi will be ordained as a Transitional Deacon on Saturday, November 

7, 2026, at 10:00 am at the Cathedral of St. Peter in Belleville. 

 

  



 



 



 

  

 



 

  



 

 

Click HERE to review the Pastoral Guide to Prayer, Formation, and Action during National 

Migration Week - September 21 - 27, 2026. 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwcjUFL9DAQQH9NcvvKzCTNpIccloXwIYIorAcvkjRpG1qbtZaK_nrZPb_He8kxKmIts0O2HRhGhXJyCaOOZjCaW7Q9sTUdGAxqSLlFwiCLIyADHQJ20CpsQDNGCMTRhJAUCg3DUvt5rXtu-vohFzft-_VLqJMgL8inrRy5GWsdl7sgyA9lyTciyOPMFN_O06n9vTyf_4_8OT49vub5X__y7i_XByvIHyV_y1u_JKesAmSFcnPpyNtaV2qFhp8w1XrfH47-AgAA__9B9UVC


 



 



 



 



 

  



 



 

As we prepare for National Migration Week, the Diocese of Belleville invites parishes, 

schools, ministries, and community partners to join in prayer, reflection, and action in 

solidarity with migrant children and families. 

This pastoral guide offers prayers, Scripture reflections, Catholic teaching, 



resources for children and youth, and simple ideas for formation, service, 

advocacy, and accompaniment. 

You don't have to do everything. 

 Choose one prayer. Start one conversation. Try one activity. 

 Make one act of welcome. 

 

Even one small effort can help us grow in our commitment to recognize and respect the 

God-given dignity of every person. 

View or Download the Pastoral Guide 

 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwcjUFL9DAQQH9NcvvKzCTNpIccloXwIYIorAcvkjRpG1qbtZaK_nrZPb_He8kxKmIts0O2HRhGhXJyCaOOZjCaW7Q9sTUdGAxqSLlFwiCLIyADHQJ20CpsQDNGCMTRhJAUCg3DUvt5rXtu-vohFzft-_VLqJMgL8inrRy5GWsdl7sgyA9lyTciyOPMFN_O06n9vTyf_4_8OT49vub5X__y7i_XByvIHyV_y1u_JKesAmSFcnPpyNtaV2qFhp8w1XrfH47-AgAA__9B9UVC


 
  



 



 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJxUz71uqzAYxvGrMSN6PwDD4IGcHI4OaZSopakyGuwUhIsJIR_N1Vep1KHbMzzD72-URCYZBVahTDNIJDIGrUoPZAGp1mA0o0wtaKibmjMwJKMkDjpFQAlkCJhBzBhCJLEGTbJOtDaMIoKD800_-NmGjf8InGrneTwJzgUVggrT-do6Z8NfN0HFYwoqOGVAySi4mH1vB8FLFpQLykt-chvrnrvzXEZtcWqrMt_YLdy6yXchhK-HqiGK391-ndy3x9CshvFFUHI-2Unwcn-kuVithua6HaXbLe50-zvU459-j_-5iS7Vda7G8W1Rxf29XOvdvyZ4kDqjfkjBpMzFToMfKBYRfOrW--_Gi6KvAAAA__96HWac
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJxUyjkOgzAQQNHT2CWaxXjsYoo03MMbAoXgiCCk3D5KunRf-q-qIJM42xQlRPCCjHbR1lr2kFJgN0t2BLWlURhDhOJKmO2qBOQhImCEkXEAJ5ghkWSfUmU0Duatl_vezzaU_rCbLuf5fBm-GZoMTf_3G2tVDgwojPbQerVj7zuNxsE7Lb3_3KX0CQAA__9QGTQ-


  

 

 


