






  Catholic Service Ministry Appeal 2026 begins . . . 
The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord - Psalm 15 

 

This weekend our parish has an opportunity to support the Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal. Each 
year, through our prayers and gifts to the Appeal, diocesan ministries continue to feed the hungry, welcome 
the stranger, care for the sick and elderly, educate children, reach out to youth, train lay ministers and  
catechists and so much more. If you did not receive a pledge card in the mail or forgot to bring it, please use 
one of the envelopes available in your pew or bring your card next week. Your contribution will touch the 
lives of thousands of people throughout southern Illinois; on behalf of each of them, please accept our heart-
felt thanks.   

 

 
 

Sr. Maris Stella once served her country. Her military career began at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. Her initial  
assignment was as gunnery officer on a destroyer off the coast of South America in pursuit of drug traffickers. “I served in 
the Navy, and I tasted many of the good things that this world has to offer, but I knew my heart was made for something 
more.” When I met the Sisters of Life, it was everything in my heart being lived out in a joyful way…offering support and 
resources to pregnant women and mothers and helping women who suffer after abortion. She entered the Sisters of Life in 
2006, and in 2015, she moved to Denver to start a new convent “because women in college are very vulnerable...” 
Sr. Maris Stella; Denver Sisters of Life Catholic War Veterans Magazine; March 2024 

 

 

The Gospel of Life is “meant to be a precise and vigorous 
reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, 
and at the same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and 
every person, in the name of God: respect, protect, love and 
serve life, every human life! Only in this direction will you 
find justice, development, true freedom, peace and          
happiness!” Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae. © 
1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. 

The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a Buildings and 
Grounds Technician.  Candidates should have a minimum 
of a high school diploma or GED, and five or more years’ 
experience with building maintenance and repairs. 
Visit: https://www.diobelle.org/temporal-affairs/human-
resources/employment-opportunities for the full adver-
tisement.           Deadline: March 13, 2026 

The Metro-East Vicariate Council of Catholic Women 
(MEV CCW) Spring Day of Prayer  

Tuesday, May 5, 2026 at Queen of Peace Parish, Belleville 
Registration begins at 8:15  a.m. 

 

Events include: Eucharistic Celebration; Fr. Godfrey Mullen, 
OSB speaking on Stewardship of Faith: Sharing the Gift 
We've Been Given; Spiritual Exercise; Pot of Gold (50/50) 
Drawing; Basket Raffle; Attendance prizes; Empty Boxes of 
Joy pickup; Collection of personal care items for Our Broth-
ers Keepers (cash donations also accepted); Short business 
meeting with installation of new officers and parish council 
reports. 
 

Note: We will need to be finished by 2:00 in order to allow 
safe pickup for the QofP students, so my goal is to keep 
things running on time. 
 

It really will be a great day! The Agenda and Registration 
forms are in the back of church. Registration online at: 

https://forms.gle/nWT9J8gob6Xcz1t39 



 

Stations of the Cross   Fridays @ 6:30 p.m. 
                 (February 20-March 27, 2026)  
 

Trivia Night   March 14, 2026 
 

Palm Sunday   March 29, 2026 
 

Chrism Mass at the Cathedral March 31, 2026 
 

Sacred Triduum   April 2-4, 2026 
 

Easter Sunday   April 5, 2026 
 

Solemnity Ascension of the        Thursday, May 14, 2026 
Lord (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

Pentecost Sunday  May 24, 2026 
 

The Most Holy Body and June 7, 2026 
Blood of Christ 
 

Solemnity of the Assumption August 15, 2026 
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Saturday-obligation dispensed) 
 

Solemnity of All Saints Day November 1, 2026 
 

The First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2026 
(we begin Cycle B readings) 
 

Solemnity of the Immaculate      December 8, 2026 
Conception (Tuesday) 
 

Solemnity of the Nativity of  Friday, December 25, 2026 
the Lord (Christmas) 

 

 
Stay tuned for other upcoming events! 

 

In this season of winter please remember there 
are many in our community that still need your 
help. All your donations are greatly appreci-

ated; Tuna Helper, Ramen noodles and cereal (hot or 
cold) are desperately needed at this time. Direct ques-
tions to Geri Basinski, Rose Jordan, I.D. Cleveland, 
Christopher Cronin or Linda Martin. The DuKare team 
appreciates everyone for their generous donations that 
help feed those in need. 

Singles Late 50s and Above  
 

Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belong-
ing? Register today for a life-changing RENEW weekend 
retreat at the Pallottine Retreat Center (30 min from down-
town St. Louis), on April 10-12, 2026.  Take a chance and 
get involved... you won't regret it!   
For details visit us by-email: renewretreat.stl@gmail.com, 
on our website: www.RenewRetreats.org,  or by telephone 
at: (314) 703-1002 .  

The Messenger Catholic Newspaper is Offering 
Personalized Tributes for Easter 

 

Your tribute will appear in the April 10th edition of the 
Messenger.  The cost is $20 per name. 
 

Please return your Easter Tributes to the Messenger at 222 
South Third Street, Belleville, IL 62230 by Friday, March 
20, 2026. If you have any questions, please call (618) 722-
5047 or email advertising@bellevillemessenger.org. 
 

Request sheets are on the table in the back of church. 



St. James Council of Catholic Women Presents… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame Noon Luncheon 

Thursday, April 9, 2026  
Doors open at 10 a.m.   Luncheon 12 (noon)-2:30 p.m. 

 

Where:  St. James Parish Center, 405 West Madison Street, 
Millstadt 
 

Menu:  Fried chicken, Au Gratin potatoes, seasoned green 
beans, slaw, Jello salad, dinner rolls, and dessert  Cost:  $15  
 

Fun activities:  Quilt/Cash  and Basket Raffles, Bingo, Sweet 
Shop and attendance prizes 
 

Paid Advanced reservations required. Contact: Chris Toenjes 
at (618) 581-5429 or reserve on-line at:  
                                  Onecau.se/2026ccwluncheon 
 

Tickets will not be sold at the door! 

Kings House at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows Visitor Center presents… 

Church History Series: A History of  
Heaven and Hell 

 

Presenter:   Mark Etling, PhD 
When:         Saturdays, March 14, 21, 28,  2026 
Time:    10:00 am to 12:00 noon   
Cost:    $15 per session/$45 for the series  
 

A History of Heaven and Hell 
For centuries, thinkers both religious and secular have 
pondered the mystery of the afterlife. What happens 
when we die? Is there a place of eternal bliss – or   
eternal punishment? Will everyone experience        
happiness in the afterlife – or just some? Will we    
continue to exist at all? In this three-session series, we 
will explore the mystery of heaven and hell as it 
evolved in ancient Greek thought, in ancient Judaism, 
at the time of Jesus and in the theology of early     
Christianity.  
For more information call 618-397-0584  or go to 
www.kh.snows.org 

Retreat Day for Young Women 
Saturday, March 14, 2026  9:00 AM – 2:30 PM 

St. Nicholas, O’Fallon, IL 
 

High school and single young adult women are invited to join 
us for a diocesan day of prayer, sisterhood, and reflection 
with Sr. M. Karolyn Nunes, FSGM. This special day will  
include Mass, Adoration, inspiring talks, and lunch. It is open 
to any single young woman who desires to deepen her       
relationship with the Lord. For questions or more informa-
tion, please     contact vocations@diobelle.org. 


