Hospitality

In the last Flocknote, I spoke about the other three pillars of stewardship: Prayer, Formation, and
Service. This week let’s look at Hospitality. Hospitality usually makes or breaks a parish, school,
ministry, or nation.

In a previous pastoral assignment, a note was in the bulletin: “Help needed for dumpling rolling.” I
showed up at the time and place and was put on probation. The first roll, the dough was too thick.
The second roll, too thin. Then I was thanked for showing up and sent on my way.

I once asked a Pastoral Council what hospitality meant. Coffee and Doughnuts. That was their only
response.

Perhaps we might better understand hospitality if we look at Genesis 1. The darkness welcomes
light. The light welcomes the sky. Then the earth and sea were welcomed. The earth showed
welcome to the plants. The night welcomes the stars, the sun, and the moon. The plants had to step
aside for the animals. And the animals gave room to the human beings. All of creation is hardwired
by our welcoming God to be hospitable.

So easily, we have assumed the child’s lesson of stranger-danger throughout our lives. Hospitality is
impossible with lives rooted in fear of others. And yet, so many have good reason to be afraid.

The Christian disciple must become proficient at welcoming Jesus. Otherwise, the final judgment
will be disastrous. If we become more willing to find Christ in the least of His brothers and sisters,
the more likely we’ll recognize Him at the final moment.

Instead of watching ourselves dwindle and diminish, let us open our hearts to Christ and to His



brothers and sisters and so welcome the Prince of Peace!
Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB

Administrator

"STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship of Time
Following the Example of St. Damien

Have you heard of St. Damien? This Belgian farm boy, shortly after being ordained a priest,
volunteered to serve a colony of lepers on the isolated island of Molokai, Hawaii. From May
1873, until his death in 1889 at the age of 49, St. Damien worked to restore within the lepers a
sense of personal worth and dignity.

Leprosy is a hideous disease. St. Damien wrote in his journal: "Many a time, in fulfilling my
priestly duties at the lepers' homes, | have been obliged, not only to close my nostrils, but to
remain outside to breathe fresh air.” Their appearance was horrid, their smell putrid. Yet, St.
Damien chose to remain. Although St. Damien first took precautions to ensure that he did not
contract leprosy, he knew that physical touch was necessary to communicate his love and
concern. He embraced the lepers, dined with them, cared for them and anointed them in the
sacraments. Demonstrating great humility and sacrifice, St. Damien offered his own life in order
to save the lives of others.

What was the source of his strength, and of his inspiration? "Were it not for the constant
presence of our divine Master in our humble chapel, 1 would not have found it possible to
persevere in sharing the lot of the lepers in Molokai,” St. Damien wrote. "The Eucharist is the
bread that gives strength ... It is at once the most eloquent proof of His love and the most
powerful means of fostering His love in us. He gives Himself every day so that our hearts, as
burning coals, may set afire the hearts of the faithful.”

St. Damien found his strength in the Mass, the greatest prayer of the Church. Prayer was the
impetus behind the generosity of this faithful servant of God and is the fuel that ignites every
heart to flame in love. If we are not dedicated to prayer, or the grace that flows from the



sacraments, we are then incapable of leading lives of service and responding to God’s call!

How much time do you dedicate to prayer each day? One hour? Fifteen minutes? None at all?
When pondering the three Ts of stewardship — time, talent and treasure — the component of time
holds the position of greatest importance. Time serves as the fertile ground from which the gifts
of talent and treasure blossom. Only by spending time in prayer each day and receiving the
sacraments, are we able to consistently and generously donate our talent and treasure to the
Church.

Have you considered joining a parish ministry or volunteering your talents in service?
Wonderful! But before you make a commitment, be sure that prayer is your foundation. Develop
a manageable prayer schedule. This may entail arising 20 minutes early each day to offer your
work to the Lord or attending daily Mass once a week. Every prayer commitment is unique and
personal. Yet, no matter what, the offering of our time and our dedication to prayer are the keys
to serving the Lord with faithfulness, generosity and joy.

QUOTE:

Time serves as the fertile ground from which the gifts of talent and treasure blossom. Only by
spending time in prayer each day and receiving the sacraments, are we able to consistently and
generously donate our talent and treasure to the Church.
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Answering the Call. Supporting the Journey.

Saturday, April 11
Holy Trinity Church
Fairview Hts., IL
4:00 pm - Mass
5:00 pm - Cocktail Hour

6:00 pm - Dinner &
Auction
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For more information please
contact Mary Fleming
mfleming@diobelle.org

or 618-722-5031

Click HERE for more information.
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Whether renewing or subscribing for the first time, click the link(s) below to stay connected with
our diocesan family.
https://bellevillemessenger.org/
Secure link - Diocese of Belleville, IL - Acceptiva
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EXPLORING THE PRIESTHOOD/

Join a

DISCERNMENT GROUP
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O’FALLON GROUP: MURPHYSBORO GROUP:

FATHERJIM@STCLARECHURCH.ORG PASTOR@SASMBORO.ORG
GERMANTOWN GROUP: OLNEY GROUP;

FRTHOMASLUGGE@GMAIL.COM LEVIL.JAMESSIU@GMAIL.COM




FEBRUARY 6-8, 2026
PRIESTLY DISCERNMENT
RETREAT

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOoUIs

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

Retreat for Ages 18-35

For more information visil
stlvocations.org

Faith Formatio




YOUNG ADULT
SERVICE SATURDAY

COME VOLUNTEER WITH US!

JAN 31 @ | inrereamH FooD PANTRY
8:30.""AM 1218 W. MAIN ST. BELLEVILLE, IL

CONTACT MARA HAAKE FOR MORE INFO AT
HAAKEMARA22@GMAIL.COM




% Diocese of Belleville

YOUNG ADULTS
PRESENTS

BIBLES AND BREWS

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY

FOR YOUNG ADULTS

AGES 21 - 35
Location: Quatro’s Deep Pan Pizza

218 W Freeman St, Carbondale, IL 62901

Follow Us:

bellevilledioceseyoungadults

f Diocese of Belleville Young Adults
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