
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

This past autumn, the priests of the diocese gathered in Mt. Vernon for our convocation focusing 

on Stewardship. During the three presentations, there were many references to the greatest success 

of stewardship: the development of committed disciples of Jesus. Stewardship has been around in 

the Catholic Church for decades. In our diocese, only a few parishes have officially chosen 

stewardship as a way of life. 

At the same time, Stewardship is a part of every parish’s life. The four pillars of stewardship are 

hospitality, prayer, formation, and service.  

Prayer. Every parish in our diocese has prayer as part of its life. At the center of our prayer life is 

Sunday Mass. But countless parishioners pray each day, offering God praise and thanks, crying out 

in desperation and anguish. Our prayer should be communal and individual. Our prayer should be 

speaking to God and listening for His response – the growth of a personal relationship with Him. 

Formation. Formation occurs in our Catholic Schools, Parish Schools of Religion, and Order of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA). In some places, there is a desire, a hunger for deeper 

understanding of the Church’s teaching and adult faith formation is part of parish life. The internet, 



with prudence, can also be a great source for formation, including programs like Bible in a Year, 

Word on Fire, Formed, etc. 

Service. So many of our parishes have St. Vincent de Paul Societies, food pantries, and participate in 

diocesan ministries like St. Anne’s Cradle of Hope, Catholic Urban Programs, and DayStar. These 

opportunities answer a need for those who benefit from their services, but they also assist all of us in 

answering the need to be generous with God’s amazing gifts. 

More on hospitality at another time. 

I hope you enjoy the articles on Stewardship provided to us without cost by Catholic Stewardship 

Consultants from Augusta, Georgia, the first of which is contained in this Flocknote. 

God bless you all as we make our way toward heaven through Christ our Lord. 

Peace — 

Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB 

Diocesan Administrator 

 

 

What Does Stewardship Mean? 

 

What comes to mind when you hear the word “stewardship”? Do you think of it as just another 

way to talk about money? Do you quickly dismiss it as a notion that has nothing to do with 

being Catholic? Stewardship is actually a concept that is Scripturally based and is vital to our life 

as Catholics. God tells us, in the very first book of the Old Testament, “Be fertile and multiply. 

Fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air and all 

the living things that move on the earth” (Gen 1:28). What does that mean to us today? It 

simply means that God is telling us, “This is yours, so take care of it.” One of the first things God 

tells us to do is to be good stewards of the gifts He has entrusted to us! The Old Testament is 

not the only place where we can find references to stewardship. Indeed, of the 36 parables in 

the New Testament, more than half of them deal with time, talent, possessions, or money. 

Therefore, if Jesus spoke of stewardship that much, it should be a very important part of our 

lives! 

As Catholics, we refer to the three facets of stewardship as “time, talent, and treasure.” 

Although these are three concrete ways to express and measure stewardship, the United States 



Conference of Catholic Bishops tells us that stewardship is part of discipleship. Stewardship is a 

way of responding to God’s call in every aspect of our lives. 

The Scriptures and Church traditions teach us one important point that cannot be overstated — 

that stewardship is primarily based on our need to give in gratitude, not on the Church’s need 

to receive. Of course, both the Catholic Church and our particular parish will always need 

money. However, we are not asked to give simply to defray costs and fund charitable programs. 

We are instead asked to remember our need to gratefully return a portion of our time, talent, 

and treasure to God, recognizing all that He has given to us. 

It is important to remember that stewardship is a way of life, and not a program. True Catholic 

stewardship involves an ongoing call to live as followers of Christ. It takes time to find and 

define personal goals. You can begin by examining your personal commitments to the parish. 

How do you live your faith in your daily life with your family and friends? How much time do 

you spend in daily prayer, going to Mass, or being involved in parish ministries and activities? 

What percentage of your income should you give back to God every week? What talents do you 

have that could be used to strengthen our parish family? 

In the coming months, we will be increasing and intensifying our education and communication 

on stewardship. We will be developing a better understanding of how stewardship is a way of 

responding to God’s call to discipleship. And with God’s help, changes will occur in each of our 

hearts as we devote ourselves to a stewardship renewal within our parish. Examine how you 

are currently responding to God’s call to stewardship. If God called you home tomorrow, would 

He proclaim, “Well done, my good and faithful servant”? 



 

The Pope's Prayer Intentions 

for January 

 

For prayer with the 

 Word of God 

 

Let us pray that praying with 

the Word of God be 

nourishment for our lives and 

a source of hope in our 

communities, helping us to 

build a more fraternal and 

missionary Church. 
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