











Catholic Service Ministry Appeal 2026 begins soon. . .
The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord - Psalm 15

ay God’s blessings pour upon you and grant you and your loved ones a healthy, prosperous and joyful new year.
cartfelt thanks to all of you for your support of the Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal and our Belleville
iocese in the past year. You are remembered always in our prayers. Thank you.

As of November, Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 16 households gave $2,570. Our goal for this year is $4,298.

We are only 60% of our goal, and need $1,728 to meet our goal. Please prayerfully consider your stewardship
for the organizations that assist those in need throughout the Diocese of Belleville.

Food for thought...As you begin to think about your 2026 budgetapé consider your stewardship in helping the
poor, the agencies and schools funded leyRQiocese of Belleville. Last year Wl short of our goal. We pray
that your new year be a prosperoose and that you will share your financialessings with those within our
Diocese who need assistand®atch your mail for the 2026 appeal.

Vocation Corner

What a wonderful Gospel account of the Magi traveling to meet the Lord. They followed the star — their “call” — to come and
offer their gifts to the Lord. But the question arises as to how the Magi noticed a star at night and no one else really did. Perhaps
we need to embrace the “night,” the stillness, to “see and hear” our call. How are we doing in discerning our call to Holiness —
in living our vocation as man, woman, or child; married or single; priesthood or religious — of being called to something beyond
ourselves?

Respect for Life Corner

St. Josephine Bakhita, you were sold into slavery as a child
and endured untold hardship and suffering. Once liberated
from your physical enslavement, you found true redemption
in your encounter with Christ and his Church. O St. Bakhita,
assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery; Intercede
with God on their behalf so that they will be released from
their chains of captivity. Those whom man enslaves, let God
set free. Provide comfort to survivors of slavery and let them
look to you as an example of hope and faith. Help all survi-
vors find healing from their wounds. We ask for your prayers
and intercessions for those enslaved among us. Amen.
USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita

Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) retreats for
2025/2026

The Belleville Diocese has a TEC retreat week-

end for the 2025/2026 academic school year. TEC

is a 3-day Catholic retreat weekend designed for
young adults, juniors and seniors (or older) in high school,
who are looking for an opportunity to develop a stronger
relationship with God and/or their fellow Christians. If you, or
someone you know, are looking for an opportunity to enhance
your relationship with Jesus Christ or experience your Catho-
lic faith in a dynamic and fun-filled setting, then a TEC retreat
may be just what you are looking for. The TEC weekend are
scheduled for January 17-19 at Immaculate Conception School
in Columbia. To learn more, or attend a TEC weekend, please
visit our website at: bellevilletec.org. If you’ve attended a
TEC weekend in the past and would like to attend one of the
reunions, please visit bellevilletec.org for additional details.




Events around the Parish, within
the Diocese and in the community

Gibault News...

e The 2026-27 New Student Applica-
tion is NOW OPEN! The deadline is
tomorrow, Monday, January 5, 2026. Go
to https://gibaulthawks.com and click
“APPLY” to apply.

All 7th and 8th graders can schedule a shadow visit
and spend the day with one of our Student Ambassa-
dors. Go to https:/gibaulthawks.com and click
“INQUIRE” to request more information.

2025 Winter Baseball Camp for 5-8 graders Decem-
ber 29-31 from 9:00-11:30 a.m. in the gymnasium.
To register text “Gibaultbaseball” to 41444.

- Diocese of Belleville

YOUNG ADULTS PRESENTS

BIBLES AND BREWS

With Dcn. Eugene Logusch,
Administrator of St. Mary’s Assumption
Ukrainian Catholic Church, St. Louis, MO

Topic: Byzantine Catholicism

Location: GrlUv Bistro & Wine Bar
223 E Main St, Belleville, IL 62220

6:30-7:00PM SOCIAL ? i
7.00-8:30PM EVENT

Follow Us:

Here's what's hoppening in the
2026 Liturgical and Parish Calendars

Ash Wednesday February 18, 2026
Trivia Night March 14, 2026
Sacred Triduum April 2-4, 2026
Easter Sunday April 5, 2026

The Ascension of the Lord Thursday, May 14, 2026
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Pentecost Sunday May 24, 2026
The Most Holy Body and June 7, 2026
And Blood of Christ

Solemnity of the Assumption  August 15, 2026
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Saturday-obligation dispensed)

Solemnity of All Saints Day =~ November 1, 2026

The First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2026
(we begin Cycle B readings)

Solemnity of the Immaculate December 8, 2026
Conception (Tuesday)

Solemnity of the Nativity of  Friday, December 25, 2026
the Lord (Christmas)

Stay tuned for other upcoming events!

Two Jobs Opportunities Available

Assistant Director of Outreach-The Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Belleville, Illinois, Diocesan
Council is seeking a full-time Assistant Director for the
SVDP Outreach Ministry facility in East St. Louis.

Clerical Assistant-SVDP Main Street Office-Part-time --
Monday through Friday, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (four (4)
hours daily)

For more information see the flyer on the bulletin board by
the Women’s Restroom.




