A MESSAGE FROM
FR. GODFREY MULLEN

Pilgrims of Hope

As we approach the end of the first week of Advent and the end of the Jubilee Year of Hope
(December 28), hope may be a good topic to consider. One element of hope that it most challenging
is the MYSTERY hope involves. When we hope very specifically (e.g. God, send me a red sports car
that gets good gas mileage and is almost silent), we have plenty of reason to be disappointed. But as
St. Paul says, authentic hope in Christ does not disappoint (Romans 5:5). How can that be? Haven’t
we all been disappointed, even though we have faith? We must embrace the mystery of God’s will,

the mystery of His plan.

Our hope is built on our trust in the resurrection. No matter how dark and mysterious the Good



Friday moments of our life, we know the power of the resurrection. Whenever we wonder if we can
keep going, we always know we can because of our hope in God’s mercy. In every fear, every
discouragement, every challenge in life, we can hope that Christ will bring new life from the

darkness of the moment.

This past year of hope was not simply something for us to consider theoretically, but for us to
internalize, to adopt in every element of life. Hope presses on to fulfillment (Philippians 3:13-14).
We all have the opportunity to keep our vision aimed at the heavenly kingdom that awaits us. May
the Jubilee of Hope have a profound impact on us individually and on the entire Church. Let us be
people of hope, the hope of Advent, which leads us to Christ, and through Him to the eternal
Kingdom. The peaceful blessings of Advent be yours in abundance!

Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB

Administrator

The Pope's Monthly Intention
for
December

For Christians in areas of conflict

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of
war or conflict, especially in the Middle
East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation,
and hope.

The season of Advent invites us to prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming.
Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we let go of what weighs us down and
make room for the peace, grace, and renewal Christ wants to bring.



Click HERE to find a parish near you offering Reconciliation services.
(Please continue to check back, as this list gets updated daily.)

On Monday, December 8th, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception,
a Holy Day of Obligation (please check your parish for Mass times).
We honor Mary, chosen and preserved by God’s grace from the first moment
of her existence.
Her “yes” opened the way for Christ to enter our world.
O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.


https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczkFyrCAQANDTwA6raVv4LFj8jfdAaJUKA1PAxOunkhO8l7zVK1qS7LU19M86MFreHlaMSHwku-nDxZPBJKaN8AzIayKZPQJuGoEQtAZYnMaAKQYLJoJxRhCcpcWv2iYvsb1k8fec7yHW_wJ3gfvzPEvK7eBSeGn9ErhXfobAHTen1Zhh5laHaqeaN6vY2xgqfXqul5p3HqpwnVzV4DBaVQho5C-Wk1-JNjTOyu5HiJ3TzaHP9Hk3QXC9Qi5_o2-PPwEAAP__BTtPHw

DAY, DECEMBER 12
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On Friday, December 12, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a reminder
of Mary’s tender care for all her children. May her motherly love draw us closer to Christ
and fill our hearts with peace.

For Mass times, see below under Hispanic Ministry.



— Vocations




Topic:

Spirrtual
Sonship &
Fatherhood

Discernment

DAY OF
RECOLLLECTION

Join us for a day of prayer, reflection, and fratemity to explore what it means
to live as beloved sons of the Father and how that relationship shapes our
understanding of spiritual fatherhood. The day will include conferences,
Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, time for discussion & lunch. For single Catholic
men ages 15-35. Email mskorch@diobelle.org for more information.

Sat, Dec. 20, 2025 St. Nicholas Parish ] Scan here
g ©.00 AM - 2:30 PM O'Fallon, IL a4 to register



Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

PRIESTLY DISCERNMENT
RETREAT

FEBRUARY 6-8. 2026 Registration opens December 1, 2025
P ol i oo For more information visit

\/ ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS sll\'ocaliuns.urg

Retreat for Ages 18-35
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YOUNG ADULTS
PRESENTS

HOLY HOUR HAPPY HOUR

Adoration, Dinner, and Christmas Lights

' 4
sl 9, St
F s

Q
“ 9y ¢

FRIDAY, FOR YOUNG

DECEMBER ADULTS
AGES 21 - 35 WITH
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Time and Location: Adoration at St. Boniface in
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Germantown from 6:30-7:30pm followed by dinner
at Slots and Scoops. Following dinner, Christmas
light viewing in Carlyle.

Follow Us:

@l bellevilledioceseyoungadults
f Diocese of Belleville Young Adults
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