
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

And just like that, Advent is screeching to a close in just a week’s time. This short season reminds us 

of the beauty of hope. And nowhere in history has hope been fulfilled more extravagantly than in 

the birth of the Savior of the Nations. 

During this last week of Advent, the Church uses antiphons for the Magnificat at Evening Prayer that 

name Christ in different ways: O Wisdom. O Leaders of the House of Israel. O Root of Jesse’s 

stem. O Key of David. O Radiant Dawn. O King of all Nations. O Emmanuel. These names may 

sound familiar: they all appear (in an adjusted order) in the common Advent chant: O Come, O 

Come Emmanuel. After the title of the Lord is chanted, there follows a further explanation of the 

title. For instance, December 18’s O Antiphon: O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to 

Moses on Sinai. The law leads us. Then each antiphon includes the word come. That’s our great 

hope: the coming of the Savior. The One who has done such great things. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Savior, may we look to Him for the wisdom we need. 

May we always remember that He is our Lord. May we understand that the Root of Jesse seemed 



dead but brings forth life. May we know that Christ came for freedom, the key who unlocks our 

prisons. May we see the rising radiance of the morning Light. May we place Him as head of all, the 

King of our lives. And may we know, always and everywhere, that He is with us. O Emmanuel, our 

King and Lawgiver, come to save us, Lord our God! 

 

 

The 12 Days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day and last until the Feast of the Epiphany. 

 This period is a time of celebration and reflection on the birth of Christ and the revelation of 

Jesus to the Gentiles, represented by the visit of the Magi.  In the Catholic Church, this season is 

known as Christmastide, which emphasizes joy and festivity following the Advent season of 

preparation. 

 

The well-known song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" has roots in Catholic tradition, 

particularly during a time when Catholics in England faced persecution and were prohibited from 

practicing their faith openly.  Each gift in the song symbolizes a specific aspect of the Catholic 

faith: 

 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree - Jesus Christ 

Two Turtle Doves - Old and New Testament 

Three French Hens - virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity 

Four Calling Birds - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (the four Gospels) 

Five Golden Rings - five first books of the Old Testament (the Pentateuch) 

Six Geese A-Laying - six days of creation 

Seven Swans A-Swimming - seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 



Eight Maids A-Milking - eight Beatitudes 

Nine Ladies Dancing - nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

Ten Lords A-Leaping - the Ten Commandments 

Eleven Pipers Piping - eleven faithful apostles 

Twelve Drummers Drumming - twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed 

  
 

 

Christ is born for us - O come, let us adore Him. 

From our diocesan family to yours, may the Christ Child bring you peace, hope, and renewed 

faith this Christmas. 

  

 



 

  

 

The Epiphany marks the arrival of the Magi to worship the Baby Jesus and the manifestation of 

Christ to the Gentiles as the Savior of the world. 

 

Key Epiphany Traditions: 

House Blessing with chalk:  click HERE for information. 

King Cake:  click HERE for recipe. 
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As we look ahead, please mark your calendars for next year’s Holy Days of Obligation. 

These special feasts are moments of grace for the whole Church, opportunities to gather, 

give thanks, and celebrate the mysteries of our faith. 

May the Lord bless our worship in the year to come! 

 

Click HERE for the full list on our website. 
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