
 

 
   

 

 
 

  

 

 

Love one another as I have loved you. (John 13:34) 

These words of Jesus probably haunt many of us. They are challenging. As we gaze upon the 

crucifix in our parish churches, do we remember that exhortation? Can any of us really love like 

Jesus did? Surely He wouldn't have commanded us to do what we cannot do! 

The last four words of this command have come into sharp focus since October 4, when Pope Leo 

XIV issued his Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi te (I have loved you). This teaching on care for the poor 

is a strong challenge offered by him and Pope Francis, two men with amazing pastor's hearts. 

I realize that papal documents may not be on the top of the reading list of every Catholic. This 

document is challenging to read, not because of its complexity (quite the contrary), but because of 

its personal demands. It was clearly written not simply for theologians to use and criticize, but for 

every person to embody, for the sake of living our Christian vocation well. Pope Leo uses the 

example of many of the Saints, the way of life of several religious orders, and the social teaching of 

the Church to bring forward the amazing challenge: we are certainly to hear and answer the cry of 



the poor, but we are also to learn from the poor as well. Drawing near to those in need is drawing 

near to Christ the Teacher. Those in need teach the Church the wisdom of simplicity. 

Pope Leo also teaches that we all have poverty in our lives. Maybe our poverty is not financial, but 

each person on earth lacks something, is in need of something. And in our poverty, a sharing in the 

poverty of the Almighty crucified, we come to know genuine reliance on the power of God, the 

compassionate mercy of Christ, and the commanding direction of the Holy Spirit. 

I encourage you to spend an hour or so reading the words of Pope Francis and Pope Leo. Be 

challenged. Be enlightened. Be a hopeful, compassionate disciple who cares daily for the poor. 

God bless you all! 

Fr. Godfrey 

 

For information on Dilexi te, click HERE. 

  

 

All Saints’ Day honors the saints in heaven who shine with God’s love. 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczUF2gyAQANDTwA7fMAOMLFh04z2MjJFXEvKUaHv7vuYC_-fElpCdlmQ5WHQBCfSWXIjZjeJjDBJgpUzoGWQdmdZxDF6XhIDeApKNQC4OcOMlzAtF71l4tcrBWtvy_WxdhqU9dE1b769D0ZfCSeF0XdeQS7tJrTK0_a5wesp1KJzQM5tcqvwU08UUs82nmNpOyea3vfU_WXIiYs8WQe_pmJdd8ibz3vP71ZSD-2Mu9fOeCf8CAAD__6nCRPE


Let us rejoice in their example and strive to live with the same faith and devotion. 

 

On All Souls’ Day, we remember our loved ones with love and hope, praying God 

welcomes them into His peace and eternal kingdom. 
  

 

 

What parish activities were you involved in prior to entering the seminary? 

I was an altar server for a number of years and was involved in my parish's JPII Young Men's 

Group. I also had the privilege of being part of the first schola Mass at my parish. 

 

What do you like to do in your free time? 

I like to fish and hunt, practice my bowmanship and marksmanship, or do any array of sports and 



other physical activities.  

 

What was the event that planted the seed of your discernment? 

I can't say that there was necessarily a singular event that my discernment was predicated on. 

 Instead, it was a slow internal calling that built upon itself over the course of a year or two.  This 

first call gave me the fire to learn as much as I could about the faith, then with the help of my 

Young Men's Group, family, pastor, etc. I was able to better discern my calling. 

 

What is your favorite prayer? 

Salve Regina 

 

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, 

our life our sweetness and our hope. 

To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 

To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us and after this our exile show 

unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! 

 

V- Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God 

R- That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT VOCATIONS IN OUR DIOCESE 
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Dear Friends, 

 

I’d like to share a brief but exciting update about Young Adult Ministry in our diocese. In 

just two years, we’ve gone from having almost no coordinated efforts to witnessing 

remarkable growth: 

 

 A fully functioning Diocesan Young Adult Council (featured in the most 

recent Messenger) 

 Regular gatherings now taking place in multiple regions  

 A strong and steadily growing social media presence that is reaching and 

engaging countless young adults 

 

On behalf of the Young Adult Council, and all the young adults who have attended, 

prayed, and found community through these efforts—THANK YOU. The support 

of CSMA and all our generous donors has made this ministry possible. Your 

generosity isn’t just funding programs—it is directly fueling evangelization. 

 

Finally, if you’d like to help us continue spreading the word, please share the QR code 

below. It links to everything happening in Young Adult Ministry across our diocese. Hard 

copies will be available soon! 

 

With gratitude and hope, 

 

Mark Loyet 

Director of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

You’re invited to the Advent retreat! 
 

The world reduces Christmas to gifts and good feelings.  

You want to make the season about Christ. 

 

Prepare your heart with Dr. Tim Gray, president of the Augustine Institute. 

 

This retreat will give you focus to pray all season long.  

You’ll stay rooted in Christ, even when life feels rushed.  

You’ll live out the holidays as a holy time, not just a busy time. 

 

Register HERE 
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Journey to Justice:  

A Retreat with Catholic Campaign for Human Development  
Saturday, November 1, 9am-2;30pm 

Deaconess Center, 1000 N. Vandeventer Ave., St. Louis, MO 

 

 

 

You are invited to join JustFaith participants in the Diocese of Belleville and the 

Archdiocese of St. Louis in this retreat which will include community building, scripture 

reflection, and exploration of our Catholic teaching on social sin and the causes of 

poverty.  We will also ponder God’s Grace working in our lives to create life-giving 

community structures that promote human dignity and abundant life.  During the retreat, 

we will interact with two Metro-East community-led groups funded by our Diocesan 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development to create systemic change: 

         101 Ways in Cahokia Heights--working develop a community-owned transportation 

business to provide jobs and reliable transportation for residents 

         WePower--developing leaders in low-income areas to be agents of change in their local 

communities, particularly in creating better early childhood education opportunities 

Register here no later than Oct. 29 
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