A MESSAGE FROM
FR. GODFREY MULLEN

The month of October is traditionally kept as the month of the Holy Rosary. In the
United States, October is also Respect Life Month. We might think that the two are
coincidentally placed together, however, there is a significant connection worthy of our
consideration.

While the Rosary is a Marian devotion, it also calls the one praying to consider the
mysteries of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The mystery of Christ's perfect
love cannot authentically be removed from the loving motherhood of Mary. Even the
more recent addition of the luminous mysteries is a reminder of the ministry that Jesus
undertook for a very specific reason: the dignity of the human person and the love God
has for each of us.



If human beings were not "worth it," why would there have been the Incarnation,
ministry, Passion, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus? God loves us and Jesus
suffered and died because of the dignity inherent in each one created in the image and
likeness of God.

The same foundation stone, human dignity, undergirds the Church's teaching on
respect for life. The month of October allows us all to do our part as faithful citizens to
assure that our nation passes and maintains laws that respect human life. The struggle
for the legal protection of life, from conception to natural death, is crucial for the Church.
But this October is also a time for us to engage in the additional mission of proclaiming
the gospel of life in our own decisions, thoughts, viewpoints, and actions. We rightly
rejoice in the moments of our lives where our Catholic faith inspires us to respect every
other, to advocate for them, and support all other people in their needs and struggles.
We should also find ourselves more convinced that any willingness to disrespect the
lives of other human beings in any way requires us, by the universal love of God, some
additional transformation, forgiveness, reconciliation, and Christian conversion. How do
we become experts at loving others as God loves them? That is our October challenge!

May Our Lady of the Holy Rosary inspire us all, by the exquisite example of her beloved
Son, to commit ourselves once again to our baptismal command: to love God and love
every neighbor. May she, in her greatness, bring her Son to our world in new and
commanding ways, so that, healed by the divisions which too easily fascinate us, we
might find ourselves always and everywhere seeking the true unity Christ desires for us
and from us. Deeper respect for every other person, demonstrated clearly for us in the
mysteries of the Rosary, is our authentic way as disciples of Jesus.

Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB
Administrator, Diocese of Belleville



Pope Leo XIV's
Prayer Intention
for October

For Collaboration between different
religious traditions

Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together to
defend and promote peace, justice, and
human fraternity.
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“Dear brothers and sisters, the
month of October is now
approaching, and in the Church it
is dedicated in a special way to
the Holy Rosary. Therefore, |
invite everyone, every day of the

' . coming month, to pray the

' Rosary for peace: personally, in

the family, in the community.”
Pope Leo XIV
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NOVENA FOR MENTAL HEALTH - OCTOBER 10-18
SIGN UP FOR DAILY EMAILS DURING THE MENTAL HEALTH NOVENA.

— Vocations

What parish activities were you involved in prior to entering the seminary?
I was involved with my parish's young adult group, various maintenance tasks, altar serving,
singing in the choir, and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.

What do you like to do in your free time?
I really enjoy playing the pipe organ, camping, swimming, hiking, and spending time with
friends and family.

What was the event that planted the seed of your discernment?
Several key experiences helped shape my discernment. | began serving as an altar server at the
age of eight, and from the very beginning, | found great joy in serving God in that role. As |
entered high school, my desire to serve the Church grew even stronger, leading me to volunteer
for maintenance work around my parish. It was through these small acts of service that my love
for the Church deepened, along with my prayer life. A turning point came when | got to know
my former pastor and met a seminarian for the first time—experiences that made me seriously
consider that God might be calling me to the seminary. By staying close to the sacraments and
placing my trust in God’s providence, even during challenging moments, I was led to begin the
application process. Through it all, the Holy Spirit filled me with a deep sense of joy and


https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczk1uwyAQQOHTwK7WMOMZw4JFpcj34GdIUJ04MnbPXzX7J72vxsURLrPV6BYBIBEH9hE5O0xNmkCjCiGDb8DeB185oUvV9oiA7ACCC0AEEzMnEfaiqI2amhnatpef137qVPan3eLjPN_D0LfB1eB6jVLydA3npq2P8-uZXun-SQ2u48qjHD2rofUydFu4QAmBSRG85-YwcKoFmkHp1dCttiVn0Mxq_4-9RqJZxGGwRxypHFofmo6zXu_dzHB_pr59WL8R_wIAAP__RlZM-g

peace—qraces that continue to sustain me now as | walk this path in the seminary.

What is your favorite prayer?
Salve Regina

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,

our life our sweetness and our hope.

To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve;

To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.

Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us and after this our exile show
unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!

V- Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God
R- That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.



Prayer for Vocations

God our Father,
we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your
Son’s Kingdom as priests. deacons, and consecrated persons.
Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously
and couragcously to your call.
May our community ol faith support vocations ol sacrificial
love in our youth and young adults.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ. who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. one God. forever and ever.
Amen

USCCB Prayer for Vocations

Prayer for Vocations (2 x 6 in) (1).png
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COME AND SEE

DISCERNMENT RETREAT

NOVEMBER 7-9

FOR MORE
INFORMATION OR TO
REGISTER VISIT:

STLVOCATIONS.ORG

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
\/ ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS
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WOMEN'S DISCERNMENT |
FOR SINGLE CATHOLIC W

NOVEMBER 7-9, 2025
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BIBLES AND
BREWS

WITH FR. JOEL SEIPP

o
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THURSDAY +21-35
YEARS

OCTOBERx9, 2025 OLD
THEOLOGY

| ONLY
FROM THE

VINE 07.00 PM

KITE HILL 100 TASTING ROOM ROAD
WINERY CARBONDALE, IL 62903

MORE INFO: SARAHKOZUSZEK@YAHOO.COM




Life, Marriage
and Family

RESPECTEIFE S
MONTH

Visit our Diocesan website for resources and guidance during Respect Life
Month. https://www.diobelle.org/news/2575-respect-life-month-october-2026
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Immaculate Conception Church
ColumbiallL

Holy Hour
for the

Sanctity of Life

Tues, Oct. 14, 2025
7-8pm

Please join us in prayer:
Litany for Life
Pro-Life Holy Rosary
Scripture Reading & Homily
Eucharistic Adoration
Benediction

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before you were born, | set you apart...” Jeremiah 1:4-5




7 momentum

A RETREAT FOR SINGLE MOMS

A time to pause and experience God’s peace in the company of
other women who understand your journey. Come as you are,
with or without your children.

When: Saturday, November Ist, 12:005:30 PM (Including Mass)
Where: St. Nicholas Parish, 625 St. Nicholas Drive, O’'Fallon, IL.
Who: Single moms and their children (all ages welcome)

Cost: IFree - Lunch, snacks, and childcare provided

Questions? Email: bellevillechapter@momentummothers.org

To Register

Iyl

www.momentummothers.org



Learn more about the Respect Life Conference by visiting the Diocesan website.
https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/2025-respect-life-conference

Hispanic Ministry
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Saturday, November 1, 2025

St. Stephen Parish, Caseyuville, IL
901 S Main St, Caseyville, IL 62232
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To register contact Efrend & Carlos Garcia at
carlefre25@att.net or 618-520-3404

?Af““ “LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS | HAVE LOVED YOU"”
- JOHN 13:34




“TU ERES PRECIOSA A MIS
~ 0JOS” (ISAIAS 43,4) ‘

SABADO 18 DE OCTUBRE

9AM-1P
GYM DE LA ESCUELA
1TW M STREET, DAMIANSVILLE IL 6221

GRATUITO - DONAC@SGGERIDA $2

iNO OLVIDES TU BIBLIA Y VEN CON ROPA COMOD|
\\ ‘5: a ¥ PARA DISFRUTAR DEL Di
R 'y 4
“ 5 s < & “
\ J\\ . e ) 7

MINISTERIO HISPANO (618) 708-1487 R
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offering Zﬁf(.w.f/'zw.«;n‘zl’f.'t_-teffd.zlfd.«.amd that inspire wcZeas to address
the root causes of 117'«.42%(_.4 while serving with love for over 20 years.

Catholic Social Teaching Series
Join us on Zoom
6 Consecutive Wednesdays
Starting October 15, 2-3:30 pm

To register for the Just Faith series, click HERE.
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Journey to Justice: A Retreat with Catholic Campaign for Human
Development
Saturday, November 1, 9am-2;30pm
Deaconess Center, 1000 N. Vandeventer Ave., St. Louis, MO

You are invited to join JustFaith participants in the Diocese of Belleville and the
Archdiocese of St. Louis in this retreat which will include community building, scripture
reflection, and exploration of our Catholic teaching on social sin and the causes of
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poverty. We will also ponder God’s Grace working in our lives to create life-giving

community structures that promote human dignity and abundant life. During the retreat,

we will interact with two Metro-East community-led groups funded by our Diocesan

Catholic Campaign for Human Development to create systemic change:

. 101 Ways in Cahokia Heights--working to develop a community-owned transportation

business to provide jobs and reliable transportation for residents

o WePower--developing leaders in low-income areas to be agents of change in their local

communities, particularly in creating better early childhood education opportunities
REGISTER HERE NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 29.
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— General Events
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