
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Recently I announced to the priests of the diocese that Fr. Patrick McDevitt, CM, tendered his 

resignation from the positions of Chancellor and Director of Planning and Mission. In just a few 

months, Fr. Pat had directed more than a dozen listening sessions throughout the diocese. Happily, 

the notes from all those listening sessions will be reviewed carefully for continued planning. 

While Fr. Pat's departure creates a wrinkle in the forward movement of Servants on Christ's Mission, 

the original pastoral plan promulgated by Archbishop McGovern in 2024, which set the direction 

for the past several months, remains in force. The priorities of that plan remain important: ministry 

to youth and young adults, support of family life, development of faith formation, 

revitalizing parish life and ministry by growing God's family. 

Soon, I will be engaging the Diocesan Pastoral Council, the College of Consultors, and the Diocesan 

Staff, among other groups, to discuss ways to maintain the energy brought about from the listening 

sessions and to plan a way forward until a new bishop is appointed and takes up this work. Your 

prayers are a very important part of our future. Your input remains vital to the plan God has in 

mind. 

The pioneers of our parishes, people who left behind parishes they loved and founded new parishes 

when the time came, remain a powerful model for us and might rightly inspire us to ask what we 

might be asked to do, to offer, to sacrifice in the days ahead. Some have already faced sharing a 

pastor with another parish or two. Some parishes collaborate on important faith formation 

opportunities like OCIA (Becoming Catholic), religious education, and baptismal preparation. The 

challenge for all of us will be to envision a future that is filled with grace, a future of goodness that 

God has in mind for us so that instead of ministering to buildings, we will grow the family of God. 

During this Jubilee of Hope, we have every reason to hope. While there may very well be more 

sacrifices that are required of all of us, there will be so much more grace, so many more blessings. 



May God bless our beloved Diocese and lead us forward in genuine faith, toward the Kingdom 

Christ established, the Kingdom we, as disciples of Jesus, are commanded to increase. 

God bless you all. Count on my daily prayers. And please pray for me! 

 

Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB 

Diocesan Administrator 

 
  

 

 

Pope Leo XIV's 

Prayer Intention for July 

 

 

 

For formation in discernment 

 

 

 

Let us pray that we might again learn how to 

discern, to know how to choose paths of life, 

and reject everything that leads us away from 

Christ and the Gospel. 

  



 

For more information on Natural Family Planning click HERE. 

  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Pilgrimage 

January 15-20, 2026 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczUFyhCAQAMDXwA0LBhDmwCEX_4HMuJplxVI3VH6f2nygm1IwFoKTnEzwEEJEb-SakE3BgrCUkmkk8rPV7MgGZL-gdXJLoMHrYIJBDVYPgRBj5Ogpz7TkLJxeaivPvd08lPaSNa33fVzCfgmYBEy994G2NnOtPLTzIWDauV8CJvBuVPtyqM78VN_v-qtAKxjVp5QfcKNkAaK1LsozXbmcTCvn86b30YTTj1fe6v_6k-AvAAD__wVUREE


Cost: $2994 

Hosted by Catholic Relief Services in the Diocese of Belleville 

Registration Deadline: has been extended to August 1, 2025 

Join us for a 6-day pilgrimage to Mexico to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

and to witness the work that Catholic Relief Services does on our behalf.  Pilgrimage 

leaders will be Fr. Bob Flannery, a retired priest in the Diocese of Belleville; Cheryl 

Sommer, volunteer for Catholic Relief Services; and Sue Huett Asbeck, retired Director 

of Liturgy for the Diocese of Belleville. Register at gocatholictravel.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/04/Sommer-2026-Mexico-Brochure.pdf or 

email crsdiobelle@gmail.com.   
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