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Sacred  Heart of Jesus Catholic Church    

Diocese of Belleville                            
130 South Third Street, P. O. Box 35, Dupo, Illinois 62239 

Office: (618) 286-4373            Website: https://sacredheartdupo.org 



Administrator:  Father Evaristus Akabueze, C.M.      
email: sacredheartdupo@gmail.com 
Office Hours:  Monday 10-2           Wednesday and Friday 11-1                                  

       
The Most Reverend Michael G. McGovern, Bishop of Belleville 

Parish Staff 
 

Trustees:                       Ms. Rose Jordan  
                                     Mr. Dennis Martin 
Secretary/Bulletin:         Mrs. Joan Scharf 
Webmaster:                        Mr. David Vernon 
Liturgy Committee:           Mrs. Peggy Hoffmann  
          Mrs. Karen Pratt 
 

Parish Organizations and Meetings 
 
 

Parish Council-Second Tuesday of the Month @ 6 pm 
 

Women’s Club-Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
the month at 6 pm (except June-August) 
 

Quilters-Every Tuesday after 8 am Mass 
 

Knights of Columbus-First (Business meeting @ 7:30 
pm) and Third Wednesday (Social @ 7 pm) 
 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul-First Monday of the 
month at 6:30 pm at Immaculate Conception Parish,     
Columbia in the Garden Level (except June-August) 

Worship Opportunities 
 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:00 p.m. at Holy Family, Cahokia 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart 

9:00 a.m. Latin Mass at Holy Family (Log church) 
10:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Family 

 

Weekday Masses are at 8:00 a.m. 
No Monday Mass 

Sacred Heart:  Tuesday and Thursday 
Holy Family: Wednesday and Friday 

 

Reconciliation 
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. and by appointment 

 

Rosary 
First Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.; 

Depending on weather, we will meet in the church 
or Mary Garden 

 December 24, 2023        Fourth Sunday of Advent  and Christmas            Year B  
By: Father Evaristus Akabueze, C.M. 

 

Four-year-old Ava and mom were visiting with grandma. With the spontaneity of a child, Ava         
whispered to mom, “who made grandma?”. God made grandma was the response. “Who made you?”, she 
asks. “God”, said mom. The little girl said, “God has improved”. 

The theme for the last Sunday of Advent is love. The mother Church invites us to reflect on God’s love 
for us. The appropriate response to love is love, and more love. King David was inflamed by the overwhelm-
ing presence of God in his life. He believed that he achieved peace in his kingdom through the mighty hand of 
God. He was then moved by love to desire a worthy dwelling for God. This is the message of the First Read-
ing. It pleased God that King David responded in love to God’s love. God, then promised to establish His 
dwelling with David forever. This Davidic encounter with God foretells God’s ultimate intention to dwell 
among us. 

Christmas asks us to open our hearts to God for He comes to live in us. This is the greatest story ever 
told. It is the highest event in history! Let us respond to God’s love with love. Let us renew our love this       
festive period. Families gather around dinner tables, tell love stories, acknowledge the hand of God in their 
lives, and recommit to recreating God’s love in practical daily living. I bring you special Christmas blessings 
from the good people of Holy Family and Sacred Heart. We thank you for the love of God you bring to the 
people around you. You spread the love that flows from our holy assembly. Merry Christmas! 

I wish to remind you that Mary’s yes to God is the reason for the season. She teaches us the beauty of 
always saying yes to God at all times. She is our indispensable Christmas friend. You may want to make her a 
companion in your journey. She does understand. Together with Joseph and John the Baptist, Mary asks us to 
spread the news that God is in our midst. Joy to the world, and peace to God’s people on earth.  

Merry Christmas! 



December 24, 2023                        Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas                      Year  B 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH   
(+ Deceased) 

 Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of  
 Advent     

 7:30 a.m. Confession is available  
 8:00 a.m. @ Sacred Heart – Uhrhan family 
members, living and deceased 

   9:00 a.m. Latin Mass in the Log Church-Randy Harris     
 10:00 a.m. @ Holy Family–Don Eversman+ 

      Christmas Vigil Mass 
  4:30 p.m. Choir begins Caroling @ Holy Family 
  5:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass @ Holy Family 
  9:30 p.m. Choir begins Caroling @ Sacred Heart 
 10:00 p.m. Mass @ Sacred Heart-For Innocent  

  Children,  especially in memory of Elizabeth Marie  
  Preis and Blake Rene Urke+  
 

  Monday, December 25,   Christmas Day 
  No Mass @ Sacred Heart 
  10:00 a.m. Mass @ Holy Family 
    

 Tuesday, December 26, St. Stephen the first Martyr 
 8:00 a.m. @ Sacred Heart-Virgil Casey+      
   

 Wednesday, December 27  St. John, Apostle and  
 Evangelist 
 8:00 a.m. @ Holy Family–Joseph Gloeckner      
  

 Thursday, December 28, Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
 8:00 a.m. Mass @ Sacred Heart-The Poor and Lost  
 Souls            
         

 Friday, December 29,  St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and  
 Martyr 
 8:00 a.m. @ Holy Family-Maureen Mulhall                      

 Saturday, December 30, Vigil of the Feast of the Holy  
 Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 5:00 p.m. Mass @ Holy Family-Jesse Walsh      
 

 Sunday, December 31, the Feast of the Holy Family of  
 Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 7:30 a.m. Confession is available  
 8:00 a.m. @ Sacred Heart – Harold and Jewel 
Bradley+     

   9:00 a.m. Latin Mass in the Log Church-Randy Harris     
 10:00 a.m. @ Holy Family–Parishioners of Holy Family       
     

  Monday, January 1, 2024  New Year’s Day    
         The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
  No Mass-Abrogated to Sunday  

Parish  SUPPORT 
Please prayerfully consider your own  

stewardship and  pray for the financial well 
being of  Sacred Heart  Parish 

Due to early submission of the bulletin, the 
tithing report will be shown in the next bulletin. 
 

On-Line giving available. You have the ability to 
safely and securely donate to Sacred Heart at: https://
sacredheartdupo.org/donate.   
  Thank you for your generous support of our church. 

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

DECEMBER 31, 2023 
 

 

Sacristan:          Rose Jordan/Joan Scharf 
Lector                                     Joan Scharf 
Host                        Emily Weber 
Eucharistic Minister-Choir:              Geri Basinski 

 
 

Sunday, December 24th 
  8:00 a.m. Mass @ Sacred Heart 
10:00 a.m. Mass @ Holy Family 
  4:30 p.m. Choir begins Caroling @ Holy Family 
  5:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass @  Holy Family 
  9:30 p.m. Choir begins Caroling @ Sacred Heart  
10:00 p.m. Mass begins @ Sacred Heart 
 

         Monday, December 25-Christmas Day 
            10:00 a.m. Mass @ Holy Family 
 

Sunday, December 31st 
  8:00 a.m. Mass @ Sacred Heart 
10:00 a.m. Mass @ Holy Family 
 

        Monday, January 1-No Mass 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God and 
the Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord Holy 
Day of  Obligation is abrogated to Sunday. 

 
 
Father Evaristus Akabueze, (the Trustees) Rose Jordan 
and Dennis Martin, the Parish Council (President-Tim        
Frederick), and the Women’s Club (President-Karen Pratt) 
 

Wish to extend their heartfelt wishes of Love, Peace, and 
Joy to each of you and your families. We thank you for 
your support through the year and are blessed to have each 
of you as part of our Sacred Heart Parish family. May 
2024 be a year full of God’s greatest blessing to all! 



 P. O. Box 35 Dupo, Illinois 62239-0035             sacredheartdupo@gmail.com               https://.sacredheartdupo.org               

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS  PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Cassidy Aldridge, David and Sandy Anderson, Lauretta Anzalone, Kim Arnold, Lindsey Arnold, Donita 
Baldwin, Benjamin Bassler, Monica Bauer, Betty and Larry Blair, Lydia Boyer and family, Egypt Call, Jolene 
Carroll, Jill Chartrand, Mia Cleveland, Elisabeth Curtis, Hannah, Jerry, and Marilyn Dycus, Mary Engleman, 
Eli Fielder, Joan Frederick, Loretta Gardner, Marion Gautreaux, Erica and Michael Golightly, Phyllis Gould, 

Joseph Gourley, Mary Gramm, Bryant Hahn, Christ Hallerman, Susan Heape, Charles Heard, Jerry Hight, Linda 
Johnson, Earnest Jordan, Norma Karstetter, Richard Kelling, Hailey Kofron, Candice LaCroix, William LaCroix, Alice 
LaMastus, Steve Lawlor, Barbara Mallory, Michele Martin, Duane McClanahan, Geraldine McCoy, Scott McIntosh, 
Joanna and Ron Mentel, Nancy Merkley, Robin Miller, Sr. Emile Morgan, Tammy Murdoch, Kady Myers, Brian 
Nobbe, Dillan Oberson, Parker, Bill Pennock, Irma Proffer, Beau Bennett Reeves (infant), Alyssa Rhyne, Kim Ross, 
David Ryder, Mary Schmid, Richard Singer, Nina Smith, Abby Steffen, Patty Urke, Christopher Vernon, Joshua Wade, 
Evermore Grace Wagner, Maryann Wagner, Angela Weber and James Whipple.  Please remember teenagers and 
their overwhelming challenges.  *If you know of someone that needs to be added or removed from this list, please 
let Joan Scharf know as soon as possible.*  

            Please remember our Service Men and Women protecting our freedom!                 
             Tressa Tucker,   U.S. Air Force             Sister of Jake Weber     
              Hunter Kelling, U. S. Navy             Son of Holly and Travis Kelling 
  Joseph F. Gloeckner, U. S. Navy         Son of Michael and Renee Gloeckner  
 

*Mass Intentions are a wonderful way to remember your loved ones, those who have special needs, or any 
special occasion.  The recommended offering is $10.00. Put your intention and money in the collection  basket or 
send it to Joan at the parish office, P. O. Box 35, Dupo, Illinois 62239.*  Available NOW! 
 

Hospital Visitations-Due to the new privacy laws most hospitals are not notifying the Pastor of parishioners who are in 
the hospital.  If you or a loved one is in the hospital and wish for Father Akabueze to visit, please leave a message for 
him at (618) 340-6915 with the name, hospital, and room number (if you have it).   
 

Home Visitation and Communion-If anyone would appreciate a visit or Communion brought to their home please 
call Fr. Akabueze at  (618) 340-6915 or leave a message at the parish office (618-286-4373). 
 

Hall Rental-For hall rental information please contact Joan in the office at (618) 286-4373. You can view the Parish 
Hall -Policy and print out the Rental Agreement by visiting our website at www.sacredheartchurchdupo.org and 
clicking on Hall Rental.  

   

♫Happy Birth day to ♪   ♪   ♫You….Happy ♪   birthday ♫   to you…happy♫    
  birthday ♪ ♫dear…December: 27th:  Travis Kelling  28th:  Linda Hoock    
                  January:  2nd:  Barbara Mallory   4th Kaleb Buechler 

               5th:  Andrew Evers    7th: E. Marie Smitt    13:  Elsie Hofstetter    
      14th:  Hunter Kelling    17th:  Sean Frederick   24:  Fr. Earistus Akabueze   
                                       

             May each of you be richly blessed by the Lord!   
 From Your faith family. 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND  RECONCILIATION ON WEEKNIGHTS IN OUR AREA: 
  

 St. Clare, O’Fallon:     Tuesday evenings    6 to  7 pm   
Cathedral, Belleville:   Thursday evenings  6  to 7 pm (w/weekly exposition of the Blessed Sacrament)  

 

Changes in the Bulletin Submission Dates for the Holidays 
 

As the holidays fast approach and all the wonderful parties and  excitement begin, please be aware that the bulletin 
will have to be submitted early.  Any information for the Sunday, December 31st please have all information in by 
December 21st.  Submit your information to me at scharfjo1956@yahoo.com. 

I appreciate your cooperation!  Joan Scharf 



www.biblicalformationcenter.com 

 

 
 

Stay aware and if you think someone may be thinking about suicide 
please be sympathetic and let then know they are not alone. Please 
be sure to share this life-saving telephone number with them.         

1-800-273-8255 

Looking for Employment? The Hincke-Sense Home 
for Retired Priests is looking for you. 
 

Full Time Cook Four days/week 8am-6pm. Desired 
qualifications include institutional, restaurant, or large family   
cooking experience, but we are willing to train the right person. 
Full time benefits. 
  

Fill-In Staff Member  To cover staff absences for Cook, House-
keeper, Security Desk, or Overnight staff.   Qualifications include 
housekeeping, homemaker, cook, and/or security attendant          
experience, but willing to train the right person.  
 

Must demonstrate a positive attitude, responsibility,      caring and, 
willingness to learn. Practicing Catholic   preferred. bi-weekly pay 
when working, onsite meals provided during shift, and casual      
environment. Call Joline at 618-234-5722.  

  Catholic Service Ministry Appeal 2024 From Bishop McGovern. . . 
The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord - Psalm 15 

 

The true joy of Christmas is in the everlasting love of Christ. May you find His peace, love and 
joy now and in the coming New Year. With deepest gratitude for your prayers and generosity-
Bishop Michael McGovern and Ministries and Programs Funded by The Catholic Service and 
Ministry Appeal 
As we begin a new year, prayerfully consider your stewardship to continue God’s mission of 
Hope. 

The Messenger Newspaper Subscription Renewal...This Christmas, give the Gift that keeps on 
Giving…The Messenger! Bring the joy of Christ to a loved one or friend through  Bishop McGovern’s 
and other theological writer’s columns and keep them informed on the latest news in the diocese. To 
subscribe online for Family or Friends go to: www.bellevillemessenger.org or Call 618-233-8670. The 
cost for a 1-year  subscription is $25 for digital only, $30 for print only, and $35 for both.    
Start shopping now! 

Diocesan Christmas Collection  
December 24-25 

 

The 46th Annual collection will be taken up at 
all Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.  Parishes and agencies throughout the 
diocese will request monies from this collec-
tion in 2024 to    assist those who are in need 
of food, clothing,   shelter, utility payments, 
healthcare, medicines, funeral and burial ex-
penses, transportation and emergency assis-
tance of all types.  Please consider giving as 
you are able.  Thank you! 

Gibault High School News and Events… 
Apply to the Class of 2028 

Winter break is the perfect time to get your application 
in!  Apply by Jan. 26, 2024, in order to be part of this 

year’s Acceptance Day festivities.  Application available at: https://
bit.ly/GCHSApply 

Raffle-Mania 
Raffle-Mania is back with bigger prizes!  This year’s grand prize 
has DOUBLED to $5,000!  Visit https://givebutter.com/Raffle-
Mania to purchase your tickets!  Early Bird Drawing December 
1st for $250. GRAND PRIZES of $5000, $1000, $500, and $250, 
and 6 @ $100   Prizes will be drawn on February 1st during     
Catholic Schools Week. Tickets are being sold exclusively online. 
If anyone has difficulty with their online purchase, contact Desiree 
Frasure at Gibault Catholic High School.     

dfrasure@gibaulthawks.com or 618-939-3883 
                                   Way of Lights (WOL)  

Last day is Sunday, December 31 
 



ACTS Retreats 
               Adoration, Community, Theology and Service 

     January 25-28, 2024 
 

                                     Men’s Retreat         
                Join them at the Eureka Marianist Center,                              
                     4000 MO-109, Eureka, MO 63025                   
                 For more information or to register contact:  
                      Jeff Moreno at (314)399-6108. 

  
 

Who:  Women over the age of 18                     Immaculate Conception Women’s Retreat 
What:  Invited to the January 25-28, 2024 ACTS retreat weekend.  
This parish-based retreat offers the opportunity to renew your spirituality, to strengthen your faith and its application in your 
daily life, and to build and deepen lasting friendships throughout your parish community. The retreat begins on Thursday        
evening, January 25, with check-in at 6:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church. Transportation will be provided for you 
to and from the retreat center. The retreat concludes Sunday, January 28, at the 11:00 a.m., Mass at Immaculate Conception 
Church. A reception will follow. Approximately 7–10 days prior to the retreat, you will receive a letter describing what to 
bring with you (clothing, pillows, etc.) for the weekend. Come experience discovery, renewal and peace with the women of 
Immaculate Conception and other area parishes.  
Cost:  A deposit of $50 is requested to reserve your place with the remaining $285 registration fee due at check-in (the full 
amount is $335). We understand these are challenging times, so everyone will be accommodated regardless of ability to pay. 
How To register:  Register online at www.icc-columbia-il.us or return your registration form (found on line or contact Geri 
Basinski) and deposit to: Immaculate Conception Parish Office 411 Palmer Road, Columbia, Illinois 62236. 

 
 
A three day Catholic retreat (Saturday-Monday) designed for juniors and seniors in High School to rekindle their         
relationship with Jesus Christ and share their faith. For more information or to register, visit: bellevilletec.org or contact 
Tim Toennies @ (314) 341-74769 or by email: timothy.toennies@centerwellhomehelath.com 
 

  January 13-15, 2023 @ Immaculate Conception, Columbia              February 17-19, 2024 @St. Mary in Mt. Carmel 

 
 

To everyone who helped make the Parish Christmas Party a great time had by all! Special thanks to Karen Pratt, 
Women’s Club President for chairing the event and all the Women’s Club members who supported her. We want to thank 
the men of the parish that take the time to help out and do all the heavy work.  We do appreciate you.  It goes without saying 
that we want to thank the big guy, Santa Claus, for stopping by. We know this is his busy season, but the children always 
look so forward to seeing him.  The little ones too! 
 

We also want to thank the Liturgy Committee, Peggy and Alois Hoffmann, Kris Morice and Karen Pratt, for all their hard 
work during the Advent and Christmas Season. Most of us do not realize all the work that goes in to making all the  different 
liturgical seasons, especially Christmas and Easter reverent and festive.  We appreciate everything! 
 

To the crew that  does all the cleaning, Barbara and I.D. Cleveland and Kathy Koebbe, we do not always say it, but we 
notice how clean and bright everything is.  You all are truly amazing and we appreciate you. 
 

We cannot forget our Choir!  Led by Kris Morice, we also want to thank or singers: Candy LaCroix, Barbara Mallory, 
Phyllis Gould, Linda Martin, Liz Vernon and Shirley Mallett. They too have a lot of energy and time in to make the Liturgi-
cal seasons reverent and festive.  Be sure to get here early for the 9:30 p.m. Carols tonight! 
 

Last, but never least...to Father Eva.  We cannot thank you enough for all you do.  Your bright spirit, wonderful reflections 
each week and heartfelt sermons are greatly appreciated.  We are blessed to have you as our spiritual leader. 
 

Again THANK YOU to everyone...whether someone says it or not...your efforts are noticed and appreciated! 
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